
 SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: Bonsai Beauty 

OCTOBER 1  PINEBELT MASTER GARDENER MEETING 

       9:00, FORREST CO. EXTENSION  

       OFFICE. (SHORT  BUSINESS MEETING) 

OCTOBER 2    POPLARVILLE ORNAMENTAL NURSERY 

       FIELD DAY, USDA EXPERIMENT STATION 

OCTOBER 3   LAMAR COUNTY FALL GARDEN DAY,  

                  8:00-2:00, PURVIS, MS 

OCTOBER 9    COASTAL NURSERY FIELD DAY,  GREEN

      -FOREST NURSERY, PERKINSTON, MS 

OCTOBER 10  LANDSCAPE DESIGN CLINIC, 8:30- 

      12:00 FORREST CO. EXTENSION, CALL  

      FOR RESERVATION 

OCTOBER 17-18  FALL FLOWER/GARDEN FESTIVAL, 

       CRYSTAL SPRINGS 

MARCH 22-26,2009  INTERNATIONAL MASTER GAR- 

       DENER CONFERENCE, LAS VEGAS, NV 
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Sharon Steele shared her knowl-
edge of bonsai growth at the Sep-
tember Pinebelt Master Gardenerôs 
meeting.  She and her husband, 
Jim, have grown bonsai for 12 
years, and she brought several 
beautiful specimens for members to 
see.   
   Bonsai began in the Chow Dy-
nasty when these miniature land-
scapes were used to explain public 
projects to the emperor.  The Han 
Dynasty deliberately grew the 
miniature trees, but Buddhist monks 
were fascinated by the miniature 
trees and took the art back to Ja-
pan, where it has become a true art 
form.  Bonsai comes from the Chi-
nese word penzai and it means pot-
ted plant. 
   Any plant can be made into a 
bonsai.  Woody plants are espe-
cially more adaptable, such as azal-
eas, elms, redwoods, and ficus.   
 The oldest living bonsai is 800 
years old and is at the Imperial Pal-
ace , a  restaurant in Japan.  Bon-

sai is a treasured hobby and is 
passed down from one genera-
tion to another.   
   They require a great deal of 
care.  They require water and 
misting everyday.  They are not 
centerpieces for tables.   
   Some grow outdoors, like the 
Juniper Procumbens óNanaô, 
and is easy to grow.  The 35 
year-old ficus Microcarpa 
óGreen Islandò specimen can be 

an indoor or outdoor plant and 
grows large.  It does need to be 
brought indoors before frost. It will 
freeze because of its shallow root 
system.  
   Keep bonsai on trays of rocks 
with water in the trays at all times.  
Mist the plants everyday. 
   A pre-bonsai is flexible and is 
usually up to 2 1/2 years old.  A 
finished bonsai is up to 10 years 
old, a specimen bonsai is 50 years 
old, and a masterpiece bonsai is 
100 years old.   
   Bonsai is the art of pruning and 
shaping.  Begin wiring with flexible  
wire on the trunk or limbs when the 

bonsai is young.   
   The styles of bonsai differ in 
styles, from mimicking raw nature of 
seaside trees to demonstrating bal-
ance, peace, and beauty.   
   Trimming the roots depends on 
the size of the plant and the growth 
rate.  The greenery should be 
trimmed by late summer or fall.  
They get diseases and pests.   
   (Continued on page 4) 

Sharon Steele 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 

REGISTRATION FOR THE LAMAR COUNTY 

FALL GARDEN DAY DEADLINE IS SEPTEM-

BER 29TH.  ACTIVE PAID MEMBERõS COST 

IS $10.00, AND COST TO NON-MEMBERS IS 

$12.00.  ALL MUST BE PRE-PAID. NO REG-

ISTRATION AT DOOR WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

SPACE IS LIMITED. SEND REGISTRATION FEE 

TO EVELYN LEWIS, 280 WHITE CHAPEL 

ROAD, PURVIS, MS 39475 BY SEPT. 29TH.   
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Pine Belt Master Gardener Association 2007 Officers 

President       Nell George           

Vice President  Leigh Ann Gray        

Treasurer  Evelyn Lewis       

Recording Secretary Lois Watrous        

Corresponding Secretary Susan Tullos                                

Parliamentarian  Nancy Chain                    

Advisors   Chuck Grantham, Forrest Co. Ext Dir     

   Clayton Rouse, Lamar Co Ext Dir      
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Service Opportunities for Pinebelt Master Gardeners 

    There are several on-going service projects which are available to members for service recertification op-

portunities. Listed below are the projects and the contact leaders and their numbers.  If you are interested in 

helping and also in earning your recertification hours, please contact these leaders: 

Youth Challenge at  Camp Shelby    Leader, Carrie Parrot      TuesdaysñTuesdays, began Aug. 12 

Forrest Co Extension Office    Leader, Evelyn Lewis or  after meetings 

                                                       Nancy Chain                     each month or at own convenience 

Farmers Curb Market      Leader, Shirley Collins     will decide days 

Lake Terrace Convention Center    Leader, Susan Tullos     will decide days  

    Youth Chal-

lenge garden 

volunteers are 

needed on 

Tuesday, 

Sept. 2.  Call 

Carl Peterson 

at 601-545-

 
The Hattiesburg Daylily So-

ciety planted daylilies in the 

bed on the west side of the 

Forrest Co. Extension Build-

ing and have agreed to 

maintain that bed.  Any 

members of the Pinebelt 

Master Gardeners who want 

service hours are encour-

aged to plan to stay and 

work after the regular Mas-

ter Gardener meetings.  

FREE 

SEEDS! 
 

BLACK-EYED 

SUSAN SEEDS 

ARE AVAIL-

ABLE AT THE 

HATTIESBURG 

VISITOR CEN-

TER 

  

   New educational and service recertification recording pages are available.  

They are easier to use.  The recording year begins and ends on November 

30.   Keep up with your hours and turn them in regularly to Carolyn 

Hagler. Donõt forget to make a copy for your files.  Newly trained 

members have made their educational hours for the year, but need 

to make their service hours (40 hrs.). 

 Harry Archer has a great idea for a 

new and continuing project that mem-

bers might be interested inða commu-

nity garden and learning center for the 

Edwards Street Mission in South Hat-

tiesburg.  He will explain more about it 

at the October meeting.  More info is 

on our website at Pinebeltmastergar-

geners.org  

Bring plants and food 

for the Lamar Co. Fall 

Garden Day, Oct. 3., 

by 7:00 . 

 

 

He who plants a 

garden plants 

happiness. 

 
ðChinese Proverb 
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Buying bulbs 

locally?  Examine 

each one.  It 

should be clean, 

with no blem-

ishes.  Squeeze it 

to be sure it is 

firm and plump.  

Compare it to its 

fellows and 

choose the heftier 

ones (light ones 

are dried up in-

side).  Note that 

comparatively 

bigger ones have 

more stored re-

serves and thus 

are more likely to 

put on a big 

show. 
 

Today in My Garden 

 

Garden Calendar: October   
             Information provided by Mississippi State Extension Service  

 
 
Plant  

Spring flowering bulbs should be planted this month, with the exception of tulips and hyacinths 

which should be placed in the refrigerator for 6 weeks before being planted in late December or early 
January. 

Pot up Basil, Chives, Parsley, Rosemary, Sage, and Sweet Marjoram for that sunny kitchen win-

dow. Wisteria and Trumpet Vine can be planted this month. 

Annuals to plant are Pansies, Violas, Pinks, Flowering Cabbage and Kale, English Daisy, Wild-

flower planting, Cornflowers, Larkspur, and Queen's Anne Lace. 

Perennials to plant include: Asters, Salvia, Hollyhock, Daylilies, Babies Breath, Iris, Shasta 

Daisy, Peonies, and Phlox. 
Many evergreens may be planted this month. 
Fertilize  

Test soil in garden to monitor balance of minerals. 
Foliar feed all plantings and lawns. 
Prune  

Remove damaged and dead wood from trees. 

Pick blossom-like fruit of Golden Rain Trees and let dry for winter arrangements. 
Prune back annuals like Blue Salvia and Dianthus to the ground and mulch, they may go through the 
winter and bloom again. 

Miscellaneous  

Dig up Caladiums now with foliage intact, allow to try, remove dried foliage and store in peat 

moss in a cool dark place for replanting next year. 

Force bulbs for indoor show. Place bulb on gravel and water enough to cover the roots, keep in 

dark place until root system is established and sprout reaches 3 inches, bring gradually into the light 
and refill container with water to original level. Enjoy the blooms of Paper-white, Narcissus, Lily of the 
valley, Jonquil, or Hyacinth in this way. 

Make sure the birds in your garden have food, shelter, and water. 
Place leaves in compost bin. 

In Bloom  
Mums, Marigolds, Periwinkle, Salvia, Sasanquas, Golden Rain Tree, Roses, Ageratum, Aster, Ca-
mellia, Celosia, Colchicum, Dahlia, Petunia, Salvia, Torenia, and Zinnia. 
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Pinebelt Master Gardener 

Association 

% Susan Tullos 

952 Sullivan Road 

Hattiesburg, MS 39401 

P I N E B E L T  M A S T E R  G A R DE N E R  A S S O C I A T I O N 

A REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER  1.  A FIELD TRIP IS PLANNED FOR 

LATER IN THE MONTH TO THE POPLARVILLE .  Details will be announced at a later date.  

 

pinebeltmastergardeners.org (published!!) 

msucares.com 

msmastergardener.org 

mastergardener2008.com 

crosbyarboretum.msstate.edu 

greatsunflower.org (project to increase understanding of 

bees and pollination)\ 

Onlineplantguide.com 

PanAmSeed.com 

Provenwinners.com 

EncoreAzalea.com 

Hattiesburgdaylily.com 

Southerngardensymposium.org 

Unce.unr.edu/imgc (International Master Gardener 

conference info) 

Gardeningknowhow.com 

Pinebeltinbloom.com 

Brusselsbonsai.com 

Web Sites! 

 

    Linda Roberts       Carol Lindley 
    Leigh Ann Gray                Barbara Anderson 

Bonsai continued from page 1  
Neem oil is recommended.  Fertilize bonsai with time-release 
fertilizer or 1/2 liquid fertilizer.  Bonsai soil should be a well-
drained and loose mixture of coarse sand and peat moss 
with potting soil. 
   Buy from a reputable bonsai nursery such as Brussels 
Bonsai in Mississippi.  Use glazed pots for indoor plants and 
unglazed pots for outdoor plants. 
   When potting, donôt let air around the roots.  Pack dirt 
around firmly.  Plants stay in the pots 3-4 years.  Comb and 
trim roots up to 20-25% roots and top. And plant in the next 
size pot. 


